THE   RIVER   OF  THE   ARROW

I should much rather see you go into his factory. There you will see
men at work. You will be David Sechard, Cesar Birotteau, and
perhaps Dr. Benassis. Li the evening you will copy out by hand the
Chartreuse or the Rouge in order to learn the technique of writing, as
young painters copy the pictures of their masters. There's a fine
start in life."

That evening when I had returned to Elbeuf by the usual train,
kden down with books, I repeated * his conversation to my father.
His kind face lighted up:

CI should never have wanted to use pressure/ he said, 'but since
Monsieur Chartier has given you his advice, I am happy to be in
agreement with him ... I also believe that you ought to come into
the mill with us or at least begin that way ... If you continue to
wish to write, your evenings will be free and, if you really have
talent, no doubt in the end it will show itself.. . We must take into
consideration that the workmen are attached to our family, that
later on they would accept you as their head more willingly than a
stranger, and that we have obligations toward all these Alsatians .. .
In the mil] you will have a very brilliant future ... As for me I have
suffered under the Uncles, but now they are old and the generation
of young Fraenckels will be like brothers to you as they have been
to me/

I was not tempted. What would I be doing, a reader of Plato and
Descirtes, amid these piles of cloth, these oily machines, this greasy
wool? Why should I accept this arduous life, with practically no
vacation, away from my beloved books, when it was within my
power to lead the existence for which I felt myself fitted? Neverthe-
less, when I heard the two men I admired most in the world, Alain
and my father, giving me the same advice though for quite different
reasons I could not remain indifferent.

In the end I got a reprieve. This is how it happened: At that time
a young man could agree to take a single year of military service at
eighteen in a special platoon called 'the exempt', provided he had
gone through certain schools or had completed certain work at the
University, that is, held a Master's degree. And 50 it was very much
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